296    THE EVOLUTION OF                    GEBMANY
In Prussia alone the number of registered Co-operative
societies increased from 2,912 in 1890 to 5,135 in 1895,
9,429 in 19005 and 18,331 in 1905, and in 1904 tie average
number of members per society was 147. Here, too, the most
numerous group of societies is that of the credit societies.
Of the credit societies the great majority are rural. Most
of them are based on the limited liability principle, though the
Eaiffeisen societies are an important exception. Of the raw
material societies the principal are those of the shoemakers,
tailors, bakers and confectioners, metal workers, filers, barbers,
joiners, and painters and vamishers. The "industrial work"
societies chiefly cany on corn mills, electrical and gas works,
joinery works and butchers' shops; and of the "agricultural work'*
societies the majority are thrashing societies, while the rest own
and work steam, ploughs and other agricultural machinery. The
warehouse societies deal mainly, in furniture, bricks, hides and
skins, live stock, poultry and eggs, corn, spirit, hops, and tobacco.
The industrial raw material societies consist of basket makers,
tailors, wood workers, shoemakers, fitters, sndthsj and tinners,
&c.; the industrial productive societies of bakers, printers,
brewers, fsimiture, starch, and brick makers, spinners and
weavers; the agricultural productive societies carry on dairies,
spirit distilleries, vineyards, corn mills, fruit farms, jam
factories, and preserved food factories. The miscellaneous
societies include societies for water supply, insurance, land
purchase and allotment, or carrying on publishing works,
sanatoria, and licensed premises.
It is a remarkable fact that while English co-operators have
laid stress upon the distributive side of Co-operation, inasmuch
that to the average co-operator in this country the beginning and
end of the movement, which was started with aims and ideals so
much wider and more fertilising, is the half-yearly dividend of the
grocery store, in Germany this is a department of Co-operation
which has made comparatively little progress. In several of the
larger towns, like Hamburg (the seat of the Co-operative "Whole-
sale Society), Breslau, Dresden, and Leipzig, the stores have
appropriated a large share of working-class trade, but in mast
towns distributive Co-operation is a plant of slow and uncertain
growth. The stores may report a large notn.in.al membership,
but as often as not the annual turnover per head does not exceed